
From the Pastorõs Laptop 

Our Mission: To Evangelize God's People, 
beginning with the Gift of the Holy Eucharist 

St. Josephôs Catholic Church Å 1813 Oakdale Road Å Modesto, CA 95355 

(209) 551-4973  Å  www.stjmod.com  Å  (209) 551-3213 fax 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Sunday Mass: 
Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm 

Sundays: 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am, 
12noon, 1:30pm (Español), 

5:30pm & 7:30pm 
 

Daily Mass: 
8:00am & 5:45pm; Saturdays 8:00am 

 

Perpetual Eucharistic  
Adoration: 

Chapel access code available in office 
Holy Hour in the Church  
Fridays 6:30pm-7:30pm 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Fridays 6:30pm-7:30pm (Holy Hour) 

Saturdays 8:30am-9:30am  
Saturdays 4:00pm-5:00pm 

 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΥ 
Liturgy of the Word  

Sunday Mass 9:00am and 10:30am 

Adoration & Confessions 
First Friday 6:30pm-7:30pm 

 

Clergy: 
Fr. Joseph Illo, Pastor 

 

Fr. Camilo Garcia, Assoc. Pastor 
 

Fr. Larry Guerrero, In Residence 
 

Rev. Mr. Ken Ochinero, Deacon 

33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

November 16, 2008 

I thought the elections were over, but sadly the antagonism over same-sex 

ñmarriageò continues. Every day I read another article in the Bee or Times 
that belittles the decision we Californians made on November 4. One Bee 
article described the ñwell-fundedò Prop 8 lobby. In fact, I can guarantee 

you that the gay marriage lobby was several times better-funded than 

traditional marriage proponents. Most of Hollywood pumped money into 

opposing Prop 8, most government officials 

opposed it (including our own Governor), and 

almost every media outlet ran biased coverage. 

Major corporations funded the opposition. Levi 

Strauss & Co ($25,000 donor) co-chaired with 

PG&E ($250,000 donor) a coalition dedicated to 

defeating Prop 8. I suggest we buy our jeans 

elsewhere from now on, and call customer 

relations at Levi-Strauss telling them why (call 

Sarah at 1-800-USA-LEVI).  

   The media, of course, vigorously promotes gay 

marriage, though it makes a half-hearted 

pretense at neutrality. The several protests 

against Prop 8 since we passed itðall 

generously covered by the mediaðmanifest a 

childish refusal to accept our legal system. Prop 

8 passed by 4%, and Senator Barak Obamaôs won by only 6% of the 

popular vote, but I have not heard any protests against his presidency.  

   It seems to me, that despite electing our first African-American 

president, America has lost her soul. Tutored by the media and the market 

economy, we care more about our investments than our children; more 

about entertaining ourselves than strengthening our marriages. Those who 

stand for reason and culture are accused of ñintolerance.ò I canôt tell you 

how many people told me their Prop 8 signs were torn up, stolen, or 

defaced by the ñtolerantò gay-lobby. Since November 4, gay-marriage 

proponents have shattered windows and broken in doors at Mormon 

churches from California to Georgia. Students of our parish tell how they 

are ostracized by schoolmates for being ñCatholicò and ñhomophobes.ò 

This kind of bigotry reminds me of what fascists were doing in Germany 

in 1935: slowly at first, but gaining acceptance because no one had to 

courage to object. We must calmly, charitably, but firmly, 

stand up for what is right, and our rights, as citizens. 

Building a convent fence  



d    Our Mass Intentions    c 
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Monday: 

Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday 

Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Lk 19:1-10, or, (for  
the memorial of the Dedication)  

Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Mt 14:22-23 

Wednesday 

Rv 4:1-11; Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday  

Rv 5:1-10; Lk 19:41-44 

Friday 

Rv 10:8-11; Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday 

Rv 11:4-12; Lk 20:27-40 

Sunday 

Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23;  
 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46 

Sacraments 

c  Readings  of the Week d 

d    Prayer & Interior Life    c 

For information on the Sacraments, 
to make an appointment with a 
priest or deacon, or to register at 
{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ǳƭǳΣ 
Alexandra, Lauren, or Donna in our 
parish office at 551-4973 or stop by 

Office Hours 
Monday 10am-7:30pm 

Tuesday-Thursday 8:30am-7:30pm 
*Closed Wednesday 12 Noon - 1pm 

Friday 8:30am-5pm 

 Weekend Maintenance  
568-7558 

How can we help? 551-4973 
 
Accounting ....................... Barbara Auen 
Communications ........... Karin Hennings 
Operations ........................ Susie Dickert 
Front Office ............. Rosario Hernandez 
Development ............. Tammy Menezes 
Music & Liturgy ........Svetlana Avetisyan 
Religious Education ................Dino Durando 
RCIA ........................ Neil & Stacy Phillips 
Youth & Families .......... Carlos Gonzales 

Parish Lay Leadership  
Pastoral Council 
Finance Council 

Building Committee 
Strategic Plan Committee 
Stewardship Committee 

c  Staff Contacts  d 

Can You Spend One Hour With Me? 
Adoration hours that need to be filled: 

Mondays:  3pm-4pm & 10pm-11pm 
Tuesdays: 11pm-12am  
Thursdays: 2am-3am 
Fridays:  2pm-3pm 

Call David & Monica at 527-4920 

Mass and Anointing of the Sick - Dec 6th - 10am 

If you know someone who benefit from this special Mass and 
anointing, please let them know. If you know someone who should but 
cannot drive, free transportation is available. Please call Suzanne Flint 
of the Militia Immaculata at 521-8299 for transportation reservation. 

Sunday, November 16 

7:30a Ed Miller, Jr. (Fr. L) 1:30p 
Juan Ramirez and  
Maria Carolina Alatorre (Fr. L) 

9:00a Frank Costa (Fr. J) 3:00p Henry Banquerigo (Fr. D) 

10:30a !ƭƭ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ όCǊΦ Wύ 5:30p Elisa Vang (Fr. J) 

12:00n Eutimio D. Maciel (Fr. L) 7:30p Ron & Monica Swenburg (Fr. J) 

Monday, November 17 

8:00a 
Thelma Coelho and  
Marie & Charles Provost 

5:45p Tomas Melendrez and Leland Davis 

Tuesday, November 18 

8:00a Bella Diodati and Thelma Emerald 5:45p 
Mark Lawler and  
John & Maria Barcelos 

Wednesday, November 19 

8:00a Everett Lammey and Virginia Avila 5:45p Kurtis Kraft and Clifford Hollander 

Thursday, November 20 

8:00a Cecilia Brasil and Ardis Coogle 5:45p Angelina Jacinto and Joe Barratt 

Friday, November 21 

8:00a Patty Harvey and Barbara Niles 5:45P Clifford Hollander and John Mendes 

Saturday, November 22 

8:00a Rose Lammey and Don Miralle 5:30p {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ aŀǎǎ όCǊΦ /ύ 

Sunday, November 23 

7:30a CǊΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ hΩIŀǊŜ όCǊΦ Wύ 1:30p 
Maria Lomeli and  
Concepcion and Rosalina Lopez (Fr. C) 

9:00a Frank Costa (Fr. L) 5:30p Vange Donabedian (Fr. C) 

10:30a !ƭƭ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ όCǊΦ /ύ 7:30p Joe Scoto (Fr. L) 

12:00n Leo & Adelaide Ciccarelli  (Fr. J)   

 

Join our Cherubim Children`s Choir for Christmas program and Sunday 

12:00 noon Mass. Call music director Svetlana at 551-4973 x200. 
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d    This Week    c 
Parish Life 

BECOMING-THE-BEST-VERSION-OF-YOURSELF 
Matthew Kelly at St. Josephõs 

Thu-Fri -Sat, December 4-5-6 at 7:00pm in the Hall 

Over the past ten years Matthew Kelly has emerged as one of 
the great spiritual voices of our times. In BUILDING BETTER 
FAMILIES: 5 Practical Ways to Build Family Spirituality, he 
speaks about the important role parents' play in the moral, 
ethical, and spiritual development of their children. 

   "The meaning and purpose of life is to become the-best-version-of ourselves. This is 
God's dream for you. This is our essential purpose. 

   The purpose of marriage is for two people to help each other become the-best-
version-of-themselves. The purpose of family is for husband and wife, and in time 
brothers and sisters, to work together to help each other become the-best-version-of-
themselves. 

   God doesn't want to control you. God doesn't want to manipulate you. God doesn't 
want to stifle you. God doesn't want to force you to do things you don't want to do. 
God wants you to become the-best-version-of-yourself. 
This is God's dream for you. Embrace the dream." 

DECEMBER 4-6, 2008 AT 7:00PM. DIFFERENT TALK EACH NIGHT!! 

Monday, November 17 

4:00p 
Gregorian Chant Choir 

Rehearsal  
JP 1 

7:00p Charismatic Prayer Group Chapel 

7:00p Spanish Choir Rehearsal JP1 

7:00p School of Faith  JP5 

Tuesday, November 18 

Veterans Day (Office Closed)  

9:00a Senior Strength Training JP5 

10:30a Light Weight  Bible Study JP8 

6:15p 
Legion of Mary Prayer 

Group 
JP8 

6:30p 
Healing Hearts (Divorced 

and Separated Ministry) call 
Sue at 985-5125 

JP4 
KIT 

7:00p Spanish Charismatic Prayer JP7 

Wednesday, November 19 

10:00a {ŜƴƛƻǊǎΩ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ  Hall 

1:00p Widows/Widowers Grief Support JP5 

3:00p Widows/Widowers Bible Study JP5 

6:15p Perpetual Help Novena Church 

6:30p 
Spanish: Learning from the 
Catechism with Fr. Camilo 

JP7 

7:00p Youth Choir Rehearsal JP1 

7:00p 
AA Group, please call Leslie 

at 551-2551 
JP4 KIT 

7:00p 
ά¢ƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎέ  
Catholicism 101  

JP6 

7:00p άhƴ ǘƘŜ Dƻέ !Řǳƭǘ DǊƻǳǇ  JP5 

7:00p 
AA Group, please call Leslie 
at : 551-2551  

JP4 
KIT 

Thursday, November 20 

9:00a Senior Strength Training JP5 

6:30p Rosary Makers JP8 

6:30p Light Weigh Bible Study JP7 

7:00p Spanish Young-Adult Group JP10 

7:00p YM eXaLT Adoration  Hall 

Friday, November 21 

3:00p Divine Mercy Chaplet Chapel 

6:30p Adoration and Confessions Church 

7:00p Indian Prayer Group JP6 

Saturday, November 22 

9:00a 
!! ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
call Leslie at 551-2551  

JP4 
KIT 

Sunday, November 23 

1:00p Filipino Youth for Christ JP5 

6:45p Youth Life Night JP2 

d    Events & Activities    c 

òOn-the-Go-Adultsó Group 
A group of mature adults (35 years & older) for Christian fellowship.  We go 
on adventures, hike, kayak, and travel. We meet the 3rd Wednesday of every 
month; our next meeting is November 19th at 7pm in the JPII Center Room 5. 

Music Reader? Bell Lover?  
9 years or older?  Child Singer? 

We need you. Two additional Ringers needed for 
St. Joseph's Bell Choir. Rehearsals Thursday evenings, 7:30pm Music Room 1 
in JPII Center. Contact Sheila Robinson at 404-2381.   

Contact Svetlana to join the Childrenõs Cheribum Choirñ551-4973 x200. 

Breakfast with Santa!  
Sunday Nov 30th 8:00a-12:30p in Fr. O'Hare Hall 
Breakfast $5.00 donation & photo with Santa $5.00 donation. 
Sponsored by the Modesto #110 Young Ladies Institute. 
Proceeds to benefit building funds for all Modesto Catholic 
parishes. Contact Kathy Paioni at 545-0601 for tickets. 

St. Joseph's Knights of Columbus ñ Annual Blood Drive 
Monday, Nov. 24th, 2pm to 7pm, Fr. O'Hare Hall 

Donate toward St. Joseph's Parish Group Blood Plan I-12. Each 
donor will receive a free gift. A valid photo ID with date of birth 
is required. Donors must be 16 years or older and weigh at least 
110 pounds.  16 year old donors will require parental consent. If 
you have questions, call Kent or Laura Harker at (209) 571-5471 
or Delta Blood Bank at (888) 94-BLOOD.  



7 Steps to 
Becoming 

Financially Free 
 

Join a 6-lesson study that 
gives you the spiritual 

principles and practical tools to 
become free from debt and learn 
Godõs way to steward His gifts. 

 

Call Nicki Miranda (526-4704) 
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Religious Education 
c   PSR Update   d 

c  Adult Formation   d 

/ƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
      Catholic Library JP II, Suite 2 

Mon, Wed and Fri: 4pm-7pm 

This selection from Romans is a string 
of quotations from the Old Testament 
(Psalms 141-3; 53:1-3; 5:9; 140:3; 10:7, 
Isaiah 59:7-8, Psalm 36:1).  This is a list of 
descriptions of the state of man after 
Original Sin.  At first glance it may seem 
like an overstatement, but there are 
precious few who can escape at least one aspect of this condemnation.  
Perhaps Moses or Abraham could meet the test.  We hear reference to their 
holiness in the New Testament with Moses in the Transfiguration and 
òAbrahamõs Bosomó.  However, the Church teaches that even they were in 
need of a savior.  We find this teaching in the Catechism in the section 
commenting on the Apostleõs Creed and the words òHe descended into hell.ó 

Scripture calls the abode of the dead, to which the dead Christ went down, "hell" - Sheol in 
Hebrew or Hades in Greek - because those who are there are deprived of the vision of God. 
Such is the case for all the dead, whether evil or righteous, while they await the Redeemer: 
which does not mean that their lot is identical, as Jesus shows through the parable of the 
poor man Lazarus who was received into "Abraham's bosom": "It is precisely these holy 
souls, who awaited their Savior in Abraham's bosom, whom Christ the Lord delivered 
when he descended into hell." Jesus did not descend into hell to deliver the damned, nor to 
destroy the hell of damnation, but to free the just who had gone before him. 
Even Jesusõ own mother Mary was saved by Him, though the grace of 

redemption was applied to her at her conception (therefore the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception) in the same way that salvation was applied 
òbackwards in timeó to those who had died before the coming of Jesus Christ 
into the world.  Today, as those being saved, we can turn each of these 
condemnations above into its reverse, into faithfulness to Godõs will. 

Lessons for lifeé 
from St. Paul 

Romans 3:10-18 

As it is written: "None is righteous, 
no, not one; no one understands, no 
one seeks for God. All have turned 
aside, together they have gone 
wrong; no one does good, not even 
one." "Their throat is an open grave, 
they use their tongues to deceive." 
"The venom of asps is under their 
lips." "Their mouth is full of curses 
and bitterness." "Their feet are swift 
to shed blood, in their paths are ruin 
and misery, and the way of peace 
they do not know." "There is no fear 
of God before their eyes." 

Study of St. Paul 

Lesson 20of 52 
 

by Dino Durando 

Celebrating the 
Year of St. Paul 

June 2008- June 2009 

To contact PSR call 551-4973 
PSR will have NO classes on the 
following weeks in November: 

Nov. 10-13,  Nov. 24-27 

except  
Nov 19   C2 Sponsor Workshop 
Nov. 24   C1 Sponsor Workshop 

 

Catholicism 101 

òSacramentsó 
 

with Dino Durando 
 

2 sessions remain... 
November 19 (Wed.), 

 25 (Tue.) 
6:30pm-8:00pm 

John Paul II Center, room 7 
A study on the basic teachings of the 
Faith from the Catechism. This study 
focuses on the second section of the 

Catechism on the sacraments. No cost, 
please bring your own Catechism and Bible. 

God & Coffee 
Tuesday Dec. 2, 

w/Fr. Joseph 

 December discussion: 
òGod and Moneyó 
John Paul II Center, room 6  

6:30pm-7:30pm 

Bishops Congratulate Barack Obama on Historic Election: 
Urge Him to Defend the Weak, Heal Divisions  

Dear President-elect Obama, 
I write to you, in my capacity as President of the United States Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops, to express our congratulations on your historic election as 
President of the United States. The people of our country have entrusted you with a 
great responsibility. As Catholic Bishops, we offer our prayers that God give you 
strength and wisdom to meet the coming challenges. 

Our country is confronting many uncertainties. We pray that you will use the pow-
ers of your office to meet them with a special concern to defend the most vulnerable 
among us and heal the divisions in our country and our world. We stand ready to 
work with you in defense and support of the life and dignity of every human person. 

May God bless you and Vice President-elect Biden as you prepare to assume your duties 
in service to our country and its citizens. 
Sincerely yours, Francis Cardinal George, OMI  Archbishop of Chicago, USCCB President 

USCCB News Release 
November 5, 2008 




